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seems to meditate. This measure, therefore, is not prac-
ticable in the present conjuncture; that electorate cannot
hazard its own security in these precarious circumstances,
by lending out so great a body of its troops. Would gen-
tlemen advise the hire of Prussian troops to serve us in
this conjuncture? They who do advise it, must forget
strangely the part so lately acted by that prince, and the
variety of his conduct with regard to his different allies
within the space of the two last years. I shall guard
myself in my expressions, and maintain a proper respect
in discoursing of so great a character; but I must say thus
much, that the ministry would act with great imprudence,
to put the safety of the British troops, and to risk the
fate of this army, upon the event of such a measure. I
need not say more ; for it is not yet proved to us, that this
prince would (I wish there was no reason to believe he
would not) lend us this body of his men, though we should
be disposed to take them into pay. The Swiss cantons,
therefore, now alone remain; and indeed from them we pro-
bably might procure a greater number; but I leave it to the
judgment of any man of sense and candour, whether any
minister of this nation could warrant the employment of
sixteen thousand Swiss in this service? For when we re-
flect upon the situation of these provinces, and compare it
with that of our British troops who are now in Flanders, it
is visible that they must pass four hundred miles upon the
borders of the Rhine, flanked by the strong places of France,
during their whole march, exposed to the garrisons and ar-
mies upon that frontier, by whom it can never be supposed
that they would be suffered to pass unmolested, when France
must so well know the intention of their march to be for no
other end, but to make a conjunction with other troops in
the British pay, in order, afterwards to invade, or at least to
interrupt the views of that kingdom with their united force.

These reasons, sir, prove invincibly to me, that if we are
to assist the house of Austria by an army, we must, of pru-
dence, nay, of necessity, in part, compose that army of the
Hanoverian troops.

But yet there is another state of this question, an alter-